Moscow Admits Citizens Protested 
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jayictions of Two Soviet Writers 
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MOSCOW — The Krem- 
lin has received a n um- 
ber of letters from Soviet in- 
tellectuals protesting the con- 
victions of Andrei Sinyavsky 
and Yuli Daniel, the under- 
ground writers Who smuggled 
their manuscripts to the West, 
Soviet Culture Minister Eka- 
terina A. Furt eseva confirmed 
yesterday. 

I She said the letters would 
[be answered. •‘t3Efaatt»Jis .our 
kvajr,” she added/^raSes' 
IBere are important people.” 

, In confirming the protest, 
she looked upon the fact that 
they were written at all as a 
sign of Increasing freedom/ of 
j expression in this country. 

“It shows progress that such 
letters have been written,” she 
said. 

She submitted to a few 
questions on the Sinyavsky- 
Danlel trial, which has left in- 
tellectual life here in ferment, 
after conducting a news con- 
ference on the forthcoming 
spring arts festival in Moscow. 


The festival is a promotion 
to lure tourists to this country, 
She denied the unconfirmed 
reports drcurlating here last 
week that about 40 or 50 writ- 
ers and other intellectuals had 
submitted a joint petition on 
the trial. 

“There was no such letter,’ 
she said, “although there may 
[have been individual letters.” 
She said ^he did not know 
who had written them al- 
though persistent reports say 
such protests were signed by 
three Soviet poets, Yevgeni 
Yevtushenko, now touring 
Australia; Andrei Voznesens- 
ky, now touring the United 
States; and JBella' Akhmadu- 
lina, now touring Hungary, as 
well as many others. 

When an American news- 
man suggested to ‘her that the 
trial continued to be a subject 
of great interest outside the 
Soviet Union, she nodded in 
agreement but then added: 

‘It is noteuch ah important 
jmatter. After all, these are 
only two people. There are 230 


million people in the country. 
Every country has trials and 
aany other countries have po- 
itical prisoners . . . the United 
itates as well. We do not in- 
srfiere with your country on 
lese matters. Why don’t you 
ave us alone?” 

Mrs. Furtseva answered the 
questions put to her straight- 
forwardly, without rancor. 

Her answers did not indicate 
| the letters would have any 
I effect on the future of the 
two men, who are now in la- 
bor camps serving their time. 
Sinyavsky was sentenced to 
seven years, Daniel to five. 

Policeman Arrested; 
Police Wreck Cell 

CALCUTTA, March 26 (UPI) 
Police in the Indian suburb 
of Cossipore, angered by the 
arrest of a policeman Friday, 

| attacked the police station in 
'another precinct. They 
wrecked its cell block and re- 
leased everyone in it. 



